
Angels in Prison 
The difficult passage in 1 Peter 3 verse 18-21 is as follows: 

 

18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 
was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and 
preached to the spirits in prison  20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water,  21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-- not the removal 
of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, (1 Peter 3:18-21) 

 

A literal reading of this understands Jesus preaching to angels imprisoned in hell.  Apparently, 
this occurred during the days of Noah pre-flood.  A literal understanding has Jesus doing this 
preaching while he was in the grave before he was resurrected. 

 

Misunderstanding of this passage causes Mormons (LDS) to baptize the dead. They maintain 
one of the world's largest genealogical archives to do this.  In Torah Judaism the dead are the 
source of the highest level of ritual impurity hence the red heifer ritual (but that is another story).  
Baptism in the New Testament is considered a symbol of death and resurrection and being born 
again in Christ.   A literal reading of this passage leads to multiple errors and makes no sense. 

 

Let us analyze this passage properly and try and make sense of it.   Firstly, it does not say that 
the spirits in prisons are angels.  To argue that the reference is to angels you have to go to the 
parallel passage in Jude which is addressing the same church problem which is the "fallen 
angels" theology of the pseudepigraphal book of Enoch.  Jude says: 

 

5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.  6 And 
the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.  (Jude 1:5-6) 

 

This passage is clearly about the Exodus from Egypt.  It even mentions Egypt and the generation 
that were left to die in the wilderness.  Then suddenly it jumps to "angels", who left their first 
estate.   They left their original position and rebelled against God.  That settles the case then.  
However, what does it have to do with the generation who rebelled in the wilderness?   Well, this 
is about the rebellion of the Sons of God who were invited with Moses and the priests to climb 
Mt Horeb and partake of a covenant meal.  There were 70 elders the percussor to the Sanhedrin 
and Moses with Aaron and the two sons of Aaron who were later killed for rebellion.  Therefore, 
we have 72 elders and priests led by Moses and Aaron. These were the "Sons of God" who were 



permitted to "see God" but only through a glass crystal.  As Paul says, we see now through a 
glass but darkly. They ate a covenant meal as described in Exodus 24 verses 10-11: 

  

10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a 
sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.  11 And upon the nobles of 
the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink. (Exodus 
24:10-11) 

 

The consequence of this great privilege was that certain of the 72 elders began to think that they 
were gods.  They rebelled against God's servant Moses and therefore against God himself as 
described in Numbers 16 verses 2-3: 

 

 

2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty 
princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:  3 And they gathered 
themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much 
upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them: 
wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?  (Numbers 16:2-3) 

 

 

Note the fact that they are called men of renown and that is the SAME WORD used to describe 
the rebellious Sons of God in Genesis 6:4.   In the days of Noah they were called Giants 
(Nephilim) and men of renown, which means of the name or the Hebrew shem.  In the previous 
chapter (Genesis 4:26 ) we are told “then began men to call upon the name of the LORD”.   
The alternative translation is that they regarded themselves as holy.  They called upon 
themselves the name of Yahweh. The Hebrew root for "began" (ḥālal) is identical to the root for 
"to profane" or "to make common.  So, they began to profane the name, and this is how the 
ancient commentators and Targums understood it and is even reflected in a KJV marginal note: 
"Or, to call themselves by the name of the LORD," suggesting they claimed divine status or 
attributes. These men thought that they were gods and holy just like the men of the Korah 
rebellion in the wilderness. 

 

How did God deal with the Korah rebellion?  The ground opened and swallowed them alive.  
They were literally chained in everlasting gloom.  Poetic language to describe an earthquake. 
The Sons of God -Korah, Dathan and Abiram had left their first estate. They thought they were 
equal to Moses and God.  This is how Numbers 16 verses 29-34 describes it: 

 

 



29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all 
men; then the LORD hath not sent me.  30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth 
open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down 
quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD.  31 
And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave 
asunder that was under them:  32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, 
and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.  33 They, and 
all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and 
they perished from among the congregation.  34 And all Israel that were round about them fled 
at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also. (Numbers 16:29-34) 

 

These men of renown of the Korah rebellion were like the men or renown before the flood. They 
are the "Spirits" in prison which are in opposition to God’s spirit in Genesis 6 verse 3: 

 

3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his 
days shall be an hundred and twenty years (Genesis 6:3).  

 

The men of renown had their lifespan limited to 120 years because of rebellion.  Moses was not 
allowed to enter the land because of his rebellion and was 120 years old when he died (Deut 
34:7).  Moreover, Moses calls Yahweh the God of the spirits of all flesh  in Numbers 27 verses 
12-17. 

 

 

12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, and see the land which I 
have given unto the children of Israel.  13 And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be 
gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered.  14 For ye rebelled against my 
commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water 
before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.  15 And Moses 
spake unto the LORD, saying,  16 Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man 
over the congregation,  17 Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, 
and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD 
be not as sheep which have no shepherd (Numbers 27:12-17 ).  

 

The writer to the Hebrews employs the same title when talking about rebellion and correction 
in Hebrews 12 verse 9:   

Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? (Heb 12:9) 

 

To sum up so far, the title Father of Spirits relates to rebellion.  In Genesis the spirit of God is in 
opposition with the spirit of man. The Sons of God defied themselves like Korah Dathan and 



Abiram.  The lifespan of the pre-flood generation was limited to 120 years and then they were 
swept away by the flood. The Korah rebellion was swallowed up by the earth. Moses died at 120 
and was not allowed to lead the people into the kingdom because he had rebelled and it was 
the task of Jesus/Joshua to lead the people into the kingdom. 

 

However, despite his rebellion, Moses was faithful in all his house, and he saw Jesus on the 
Mount of Transfiguration which is Mount Hermon.  It is fitting that Mount Hermon was the place 
where the so-called angelic rebellion happened in the book of Enoch (we will come back to that 
later).  Moses and Elijah discussed the Exodus that Jesus would accomplish in Jerusalem.  
Jesus and his disciples had been transported into the future which is why Peter thought they 
were in the kingdom and wanted to build booths or tabernacles (Luke 9 v 27-36). 

 

We have so far connected human rebellious sons of God before the flood with human rebellious 
Sons of God in the wilderness who were swallowed by the pit. The next verse in Peter reads as 
follows: 

 

 19 through whom also he (Christ) went and preached to the spirits in prison 

 

According to the next verse this happened during the days of Noah.   We might ask what was 
preached?  We need to turn to Jude  verses 14 and 15 to find out what was preached. 

 

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him (Jude 1:14-15).  

 

We note that the word prophesied is used instead of evangelizing.  Jude is using the book of 
Enoch against his opponents and turning the tables, using their own logic, or rhetorical Jiu-Jitsu. 
He is basically saying that even Enoch condemned these rebellious and ungodly men.  This was 
most likely already oral tradition before the book of Enoch was even written.  The Greek of verse 
19  in I Peter 3 is a play on the name of Enoch. 

19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison. (1 Pet 3:19) 

 



The words "through whom also” is En ho Kai  in Greek which sounds like Enoch went and 
preached.   This evokes the question who was Enoch, what he represents and did he die?   The 
reason Enoch is the main character in the fan fiction book of Enoch is because he supposedly 
did not die, yet scripture teaches that all men die. 

 

Enoch did not "see" death in that he was taken out of the way of the flood and reappeared as 
the priest of the Most High God (Melchizedek) after the flood.  

Interestingly, the verse about Enoch in Genesis 5  LXX has the same palindromic value (12221) 
as the phrase “preaching to the Spirts in prison” in Peter. The name Enoch in Greek has the 
value 121 the same as the word Dedemenē (δεδεμένη) or being bound (121) with 121 being the 
square of 11 and the other values being factorizations 22022= 2 x 11011 and 12221 = 2 x 11 x 
1111 and 12221 = 121 x 101 with 121=11 x 11.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Moses and Elijah both died outside the land. Neither the law nor the prophets could lead the 
people into the Kingdom.  The transfiguration of Jesus was a transportation into a possible 
parallel future where the result of Jesus' Exodus was shown to him in order to encourage him. 

Jesus' answer to Peter at Mt Hermon (the transfiguration Mount and place of the supposed 
fallen angel rebellion) was "how does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?" Alexander the Great wept in Babylon because there was nothing left to conquer and he 
died there at age 33.  Jesus refused the temptation of Empire and died at 33 in Jerusalem. 

 

Enoch typifies Christ before the resurrection.  His name means dedicated and God states that 
he was well pleased with Enoch echoing the words at the Baptism of Jesus, this is my 
beloved son whom I am well pleased.  Enoch survived the flood waters and was "placed-
after" (translated) where he became Melchizedek. Jesus was baptized into the waters and 
raised as the Melchizedek priest par excellance.  Melchizedek become a type of royal 
priesthood of the risen Christ in the book of Hebrews. 

 

The conclusion so far is that Enoch preached and prophesied to these "Sons of God" about the 
impending flood.  The only one who listened was Noah who built an ark.  The warning that Enoch 
gave gave is likened to the warning that Jesus gives: 

 

But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  38 For as in the 
days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark,  39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them 
all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (Matthew 24:37-39 ) 

 

Marrying and giving in marriage is a reference to the sons of God marrying the daughters of 
men.  So, Jesus is giving the same warning to his generation that Enoch did to his generation.  In 



other words, Jesus preached to the sprits who are now dead.  That is what it says in 1 Peter 4:6  
in the NIV;  

 

For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they 
might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to 
the spirit.  

 

The NIV uses functional equivalence rather than formal equivalence because the Greek verb 
"was preached" (euēngelisthē) is in the aorist tense, indicating a past completed action. 
Adding "now" clarifies that these people were alive when they heard the gospel but have since 
died. They heard the warnings preached by Enoch and therefore the same Spirit that resided in 
Jesus preached to them.  Jesus started his public ministry by reading the words of Isaiah 61:1 in 
the synagogue: 

 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;  2 To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn. 

 

In other words, Jesus proclaimed liberty to the prisoners just like Enoch did and by the same 
spirit (The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me).  Jesus had come to liberate from bondage: And 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (Hebrews 
2:15).  We do not have the spirit of bondage, Paul says; For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  

 

Moreover, look at a Comparison between Jude and Psalm 82: 

  

 



From this comparison we can see that Jude is not just commenting on the book of Enoch but 
also drawing on Psalm 82.   This is important because Psalm 82 is about the rebellion of the 
Sanhedrin against King Hezekiah and in this Psalm, they are called “gods”.  These elohim are 
men and we know that because Jesus quotes this same to the Jewish Sanhedrin in his day in 
John 10. 

 

33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; 

and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.  34 Jesus answered them, Is it not 

written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?  35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of 

God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath 

sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? 

(John 10:33-36) 

 

 

The point is  that the Sanhedrin (seventy) had rebelled against Moses in the Wilderness and 
were chained in darkness and the Sanhedrin had rebelled against Hezekiah and now the 
Sanhedrin were rebelling against Christ and the pattern of rebellion had been set before the 
flood when being a “Son of God” was not enough because they desired equality a thing Jesus 
refused to grasp at…like Adam grasping at forbidden fruit.    Jesus is not claiming that he is an 
Elohim like them, neither is he claiming to be Moses who oversaw the Sanhedrin, his claim is 
that he is like the Yahweh angel or the I AM in whom God placed his name and who led the 
Israelites. Jesus was the Son par excellance and his position was superlative with regards to 
Moses and the Sanhedrin.  He was the chosen agent bearing functional equivalence but not 
ontological identity.  In ancient Jewish law (the principle of Shaliah), a sent agent was legally 
regarded as the person who sent them: "The one sent is like the one who sent him". Not only 
was Jesus sent by the father he was sanctified by him.  Rejection of Jesus was rejection of the 
Father. Rebellion against Jesus was Rebellion against the one who sent him. The Sanhedrin 
were privileged to be called gods, just as Adam was privileged to be made in the image but it 
was not enough.  It is never enough. And the one who had more right to the claim of Godhood 
than any of them humbled himself and served his God and his brethren. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Notes 
1. Shem died 500 years before Abraham was born. How interesting that the MT generational 
ages were changed to make Shem old enough to survive the flood. The LXX genealogy is older 
and does not have the change. This was done by the Jews to counter Christian Melchizedek 
theology.  It is ironic that Shem means “the name” as in the name of God and that it was the 
men of renown (=shem) or men of the name, who rebelled against God.  Nothing changes as 
they are still rebelling. 

Shem was Melchizedek 

MASORETIC TEXT EXPOSED] SHEM IS NOT MELCHIZEDEK! - Letter to the Hebrews' 
Melchizedek is right 😎! 

 

 

MT: Flood 669 (6996), Abraham 961 (1441)  SP: Flood 420(444), Abraham 1362 (3993) LXX: 
Flood 775 (3883), Abraham 1,927 (8813200023188) 

 

https://www.bible.ca/manuscripts/Septuagint-LXX-Shem-was-Melchizedek-Masoretic-chronology-Messiah-Jesus-Christ-priesthood.htm
https://youtu.be/W7uUAS3F4AU
https://youtu.be/W7uUAS3F4AU


 

 

2. Thom Stark commenting on Michael Heiser: This is totally fallacious, a misrepresentation of 
the scholarly arguments. It ostensibly displays a lack of familiarity with Qumranic cosmology 
and ignores the clear evidence from the LXX. The LXX, whose translation predates the Qumran 
corpora, frequently translates ’ elohim and its variants, as well as beney ha- ’ elohim , as angeloi 
(“angels”). LXX Deut 4:19 and 17:3 translate the Hebrew “hosts of heaven” as “ornaments of the 
sky,” removing the reference to deities. The Hebrew of Ps 97:7 reads, “Let all the gods worship 
him,” but the LXX translates this, “Let all his angels worship him.” Clearly at the time of Qumran 
the shift had already been made. Moreover, appealing to computer generated word searches to 
show that ’ elohim (“gods”) and malakim (“messengers”) do not appear together frequently tells 
us absolutely nothing. In the scrolls, “sons of God” (a technical Semitic term for junior deities of 
the pantheon) is translated “angels of God” (11Q10 30:5; 4Q180). Moreover, elim (gods) is used 
interchangeably with “Holy Ones,” “Angels,” “Watchers,” etc., throughout the scrolls. Finally, the 
figure of Melchizedek in the Scrolls is clearly identified as ’ elohim but also is listed among 
angelic priestly figures, and may in one place be identified with the archangel Michael. These 
are but a few examples. It is hardly the case that the interpretation of the data here is being 
driven by a presupposition. I think this may be true for Heiser, however. Thom Stark 

 

3. Rebellion against God Psalm 82 

4. The Occult Empire (part 1)  Blog article   

5. The Divine Council in Psalm 82 

6. Psalm 82 in its Old Testament setting 

8. HEY JUDE - audio/visual Bible - Daystar edition (5 min) 

9. See also: Sprits in Prison Blog Article 

10. Korah short 

http://thomstark.net/
https://www.bitchute.com/video/jYjkNMUUN7ND
https://youtu.be/tX4AWMgYy1c
https://www.biblaridion.info/blog/occult-empire-part-1/
https://www.biblaridion.info/video/The-Divine-Council.pdf
https://www.biblaridion.info/video/Ps82_hez.pdf
https://youtu.be/ujuL612SyZE
https://www.biblaridion.info/blog/preaching-to-the-spirits-in-prison/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/pMRE5u3Quqs?feature=share


11. Hebrews 11:5  5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and 

was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had 

this testimony, that he pleased God. 

 

 

 

John 1:29-30  29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a 
man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 



 

 

 

 


